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Every part of this palm is turned to account by the na-
tives. The wood, for example, is one of the best and strongest
known for rafters and roof-work, and-is employed for this pur-
pose in most of our chapels and mission-houses. It is very hard
and durable, with wire-like fibres, and freely splits up length-
wise. The hard wood is the outer portion of the stem, the centre
being filled with soft, spongy, useless pith; just the reverse of
exogenous timber trees, in which the toughest wood is in the
centre. The stem of the Palmyra, generally about a foot in
diameter, is split up into three or four pieces; these are
smoothed with the adze or chisel, the pith being cleared off,
and are then ready fur use as rafters.

As the tree is so many years in arriving at maturity, the
people say it will live and bear for 1,000 years; but this is
scarcely credible. A common Tamil proverb is " Ifattal
ilyiram; vettal ayiram," " If you plant it, (it will grow) a
thousand years; if you cut it, (it will last) a thousand years."
I have never been able to find sufficient data for calculating
the probable period of the life of this palm, as no record can
be found of its age, and the trees are usually cut when old for
timber instead of being allowed to die of age. Probably it
lasts for at least 150 or 200 years. Reliable information
on this point would be most interesting and acceptable. The
timber is not thoroughly ripened till the tree is 80 or 100
years old. When cut it will no doubt, with reasonable care,
last for 1,000 years. It is really better after being in use for
a century, if preserved from rain and white ants, than when
newly cut. The whole stem of a tree is occasionally polished
and used as a pillar in building. The wood is also made into
walking-sticks, bows, bed-frames, and other articles.

The pulp of the Palmyra fruit is eaten by the poor, but is
rather unsavoury. The nuts are singularly hard and strong;
it is a common proverb that even an elephant cannot break
one. They are therefore planted somewhere near the house,